
WY 13, 1957 

Dear Luca: 

I am of course waiting to hear from ~rou about pour plan8 for visiting the 
U.S. this summer, and also whether you can accept our irrPftatlon to the 
Ilediual lAmetics S~8iu.m. But msanwhfls, I thought you might be vitally 
interested Fn the book for which I enclose ths advertissmsnt. 

I have had a chance to look at it. At first I aondered if it might not 
,; be close enough to our own eaterprfse tc interfere, but on further examination 

,," I don’ t t&M,: so. Actually there ilre only about 10 pages on genetic mechanisms 
and this Es nons too good. All the more reason tc do a good job In that area! 
The authors are extremaly uncritloal. yainly, my just sunxaari8e the quoted 
views’ of the other workers. llheir own conclusion, as far a8 they have one is: 

The greict variability of bacteria and th high sensitivitg of their.. .functoons 
to 0nvtiNpanteJ. changes &ght influence the formation or nature of ~exntative 
cells and become t2x~ uause of ciZfferent &pee of bacterial dlrug fastness. . ..Induced 
mutation therefore is able t0 explaip many of QEI phsaomena of drug resistance 
as tl~y appear at the present time. p.353 

Infact, the more I read this, themore dirnger$ous and insidious awork this 
seems. It has some color of ~thoritativeness, 38 it quitea a wide range of obselc 
vationa, but hi they can draw such conclusions, except in an effort to reconcile 
contradictor hypstihesea of the OGer HoCkeI'S. 

On the other hand, the book&es have a great deal of sutarial on the auxiliary 
aspects of biociiemical .mschsniane of resistance, 
organisms (inc&iing a great deal rdth pzu t oxoa) , 

its incidence in my different 
and it will warrant careful study 

to jud@ how far to re-ai>proach ti 8~8 isa~~s. On the whole, I think w8 should np$ 
deviate very m?lch from our original plans, except to reg;ird thds aj as a subtle 
counterfoil, and b) as a useful souroe for SOIQ~ of ttrs material of secondary intsrest 
to us. 

Ham88 tlnothsr: 

Whether [replica-$ating:&xiirect selections proves unequivocally the presence 
of naturally occurring mutants of hAgh rewietance will not LW Uscusised here.11 

“The most important point in the interpretation of the genetic mschanism8 of 
drugs reds tame is still the fat M that in at least one skge of the observations 
exposure of the organisms to a toxic qent ha8 to take place. II p.216 LUf cour8e 
this is particularly false In the ca8e of conetltutive-peniciUAna8e mutants of 
B. oereu8, and ie a specious arwnt at best. &a whole sorry business does illus- 
trate how careful we 8haU. have to be in stating our problems. 


